May 2, 2008~ 27 Nisan 5768

Candle Lighting Times
May 2 7:20PM
May 9 7:25PM

Yom Hashoah Event, Sunday at
Kadima 1:00-3:00PM

May 16 7:31PM - - ATy vl PTO Meeting, Tuesday, 8:00AM

May 23 7:36PM (=N eprew acaDEMY .
May 30 7-40PM Kadima Gala, Thursday, May 15

Thursday, May 15, 2008

Cafc]

Thursday 5/1 Yom Hashaoah Observed

Saturday 5/3 Grade 5, Havallah, Esulin Home ,8:45PM
Tuesday 5/6 PTO Meeting, 8:00 AM

STEP Class, 7:00-9:00PM
Wednesday 5/7 Yom Hazikaron Observed, Israel Memoria | Day
Thursday 5/8 Grade 2 Program, 8:30AM

Friday 5/9 Yom Ha’atzma'ut Cele brated

Kesher Kadima

Link to our Parasha Sponsor, Alliance Bank:
www.allbank.com




News and Announcements

From Dr. Gereboff:

Do _you know vyour tribe ? Just
before vacation, we assigned
all Kadima elementary
students to one of twelve
tribes.  Each tribe includes
children from grades Kinder-
garten through fifth grade.
When the fifth graders gradu-
ate, new kindergarten students
will take their place. Students
will remain in their particular
tribe throughout their elemen-
tary years. Teachers are also
assigned to tribes. The tribes
meet at least once a month
and work together on various
group-building activities. Prior
to Passover, the tribes created
banners and cheers, and
during the Passover Exodus

experience, each child
marched with his/her tribe.
For our wupcoming Yom

Ha'atzmaot activities, children
will once again work together
in their tribes.

The tribal program serves
several purposes. Older
children are given the respon-
sibility of mentoring younger

children. All  children and
teachers are connected to chil-
dren and to teachers outside
of their usual classroom ex-
perience, thus fostering a
stronger sense of
“community.” Since the
names of the tribes grew or-
ganically from the historic

twelve tribes of the Torah,
Kadima students now have a
personal connection to this

Torah concept.

Student Gala Baskets:

Grades ECC2 through Grade 5
will participate in making bas-

kets for our Kadima Gala,

Thursday, May 15 at 6:00PM.

Listed below are the themes
for each class; please see the
letter that has gone home with
your child.

The due date for basket
donations is Friday, May 2,
2008.

If you have any questions,

please contact your room
parent.
Theme: Shabbat
ECC2 Shalom
Theme: The
ECC3 A Joy of Baking
Theme: Tools of
ECC3 B the Trade
Theme: Family
Pre-K Movie Night
Theme: Day at
Gesher the Beach
Theme: Girls
Kinder- Just Want to
garten Have Fun
1st Theme: Family
Grade Game Night
2nd Theme: The
Grade Little Athlete
3rd Theme: The
Grade Coffee Lover
4th Theme: Taste of
Grade the Vine
5th Theme: Boys
Grade Will Be Boys

Condolences:

Condolences to the entire Vered
family on the passing of Moshe
Saul, father of Esther Vered and
grandfather to Dalia, Adir, Aviv
and Adam.

Condolences to Sharon Bolkin
on the passing of her brother,
Norman Berman.

Congratulations:

Israel President’s Award:

Dganit Abramoff (2002 graduate
of Kadima and sister of Maya
Abramoff) will be receiving the
President's Award this Yom
Ha’atzmaot for her efforts as an
outstanding officer in the Israeli

Army. Mazeltov to Dganit and
her family.

Enrichment Classes:

A new session of enrichment
classes will begin this Monday,
May 5. Please sign up in the
front office.




COUNTING OF THE OMER - WHY DO WE DO IT AND WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?

On the second day of Pesach the Torah commands us to bring a special offering to the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.
From that day forward we are then required to count for forty-nine days; and after this counting is complete, the fiftieth day is
the holiday of Shavuot.

You shall count for yourselves, from the morrow of the rest day when you bring the Omer of the wave offering, seven
weeks, and they shall be complete. (Lev. 23: 15).

For what purpose does this period of fifty days now function? The period of Sfirat Ha-Omer, connects the festival of
Pesach, the time of our Exodus, and the festival of Shavuot, the time of revelation. In Sefer Ha-Hinnukh, a 13th century com-
mentary, it is explained that, the essence of Yisrael is Torah, and it is for that essential element that we were redeemed from
Egypt, so that we may accept the Torah at Sinai and fulfill its laws. Therefore, we have been commanded to count from the
day after Yom Tov Pesach, until the day of the giving of the Torah. As we can see by the interpretation of Sefer Ha-Hinnukh,
the Omer is a method of counting to a day of great anticipation. Each and every day, as we move forward to this anticipated
event, our excitement grows as a result of our desire to reach the day of revelation. Specifically, it is also a time for each of us
to prepare ourselves to receive the laws and the responsibilities that were given on Mt. Sinai.

Shavuot, which commemorates the giving of the Torah and the inevitable acceptance of being G-d’s people, is one of the
most pivotal events in our history. It is at this moment that we became a people, unified under one G-d, and under a set of
guiding principles found within our holy book.

However, the Jews who left Egypt only knew slavery, and were therefore, in no way prepared for the responsibility
contained within the Torah. This period of 50 days served as a way to allow each person to prepare him or herself mentally
and spiritually for what was going to happen to their lives. It became essential for every Jew to be more than simply free, but
to gain an understanding of why they were free. Our Rabbis offer, who is truly a free man? Only one who is in service to G-d.

As we continue counting the Omer, which we began on Sunday April 20th (16th of Nisan) we too should begin to under-
stand for ourselves the meaning of our freedom as Jews, and the role it can play in our lives. Counting is not just a means to
mark an event, it has become a way for us to learn to value each day and create some functional place for Judaism in our

lives.

The counting of the Omer for us does not merely function as a reminder of the revelation at Sinai some thirty five hundred
years ago. It also seeks to remind us that the revelation at Sinai occurs each day as we recognize the importance, and ac-
knowledge the presence of G-d in our lives. Every single day of the Omer is thus special. We each have the opportunity to
create a place for G-d in our lives while we take a step closer to Shavuot. The counting suggests to us that G-d is with us,
each and every day.

We all received G-d's laws and were witness to G-d's greatness, and now we have the ability to choose whether or not we
will live in that greatness.

Let this season be a time that we all, in our own unique way, can use the Omer as a reflection of G-d’s greatness, and of our
ability to see G-d in our lives.

Yuri

KHW Middle School Principal
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Sunday, May
1-3pm

Kadima Hebrew Academy
7011 Shoup Avenue
West Hills, CA 91307

NYNPN Y95 NInNg
RSVP to Sera
sera@kadimaacademy.org

Appropriate for children
aged ten and older

Additional parking (and shuttle service)
at the Bernard Milken JCC,
22622 Vanowen Street
and parking only at the
Calvary Church on Shoup Ave.,
three buildings north of Kadima

Sponsors:

Amnon and Ronit Band

Shawn and Dorit Evenhaim

Israel Leadership Club

Kadima Hebrew Academy

Valley Alliance of the Jewish Federation
Beverly and Shaia Schuchmacher

4, 2008

A. J. Heschel Day School

Temple Adat Ari El

Kadima Hebrew Academy

Kadima Heschel West Middle School
Heschel West

New Community Jewish High School
Shomrei Torah Synagogue

Temple Aliyah

Temple Beth Hillel

Temple Kol Tikvah

The Jewish Federation

Valley Alliance

Valley Beth Shalom

Valley Outreach Synagogue

Vanvels Lieadershiy ot
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Thurstay, May 15, 2008
6:00 pm

As We Honer
Diane & Meir Ben-David

Pam & Mark Teitelhaum

Gocktalls & Silent Auction
Dinner & Dancing with D1 Ejal

Hyat! Westiyke Plaza
B30 5. Westiake Blun.
Westiake Ulliage, CA 91361
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Third Grade— Mrs. Bolkin: Third Grade is very busy working on their research report. We have
learned how to prepare a table of contents and a bibliography. We cannot wait to share all of our
information. In Math, we are working on liquid measurements and will begin our unit on geome-
try. In Literature, we have focused on reading comprehension and characterization. Another
special event is that we have completed all of our lower case cursive letters and therefore, all of
our writing is now done with cursive letters. What great progress we have made!

Fourth Grade—Mrs. Wasserman:The days just seem to be flying by!! We still have a lot more
work to cover before the end of the school year!! Currently, the Fourth Graders are completing
the Rancho unit in Social Studies. They are working in cooperative learning groups as rancho
families who have been given land grants to raise their cattle(vaca) and crops. They are in a race
to complete their research about the ranchos to gain extra vaca and to be the wealthiest rancho
family in all of California!! The Gold Rush and Statehood are on the agenda for our next two units
of study. We just completed writing alliterations--another type of creative writing. In Science, stu-
dents have just completed their unit on Space Travel. Area and perimeter will be discussed
shortly as well as fractions and decimals in Math. We will be completing our literature novels, Shi-
loh, The Wish Giver and Island of the Blue Dolphins.  The children just finished painting their
papier mache maracas in art. Test-taking skills are being taught as we move through each sub-
ject area. We have been very busy in the Fourth Grade and will continue to be as we "round the
final lap!"

Fifth Grade— Mrs. Rosenthal:The 5th grade class will celebrate Havdalah this coming Saturday
night at the Esulin home. The class has prepared a play with songs about the history of the State
of Israel. This play was written to commemorate Israel's 60th birthday. The class will perform
their presentation, once again, on Friday, May 9th, at our school's Yom Ha'atzmaut celebra-

tion. The 5th grade class will also be the tour guides for their "Tribes" as we spend a morning on
a virtual tour, traveling to Israel and visiting many of Israel's important cities.
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Dear Parent,

What would it ba like for your kid to unplug, have a blast, and
experience nature along with his or her roots this summer?
What if you were able to give the gift of memories and

- friendships to last a lifetima? \We have a feeling it would
change your child's life forever!

Jewish summer camp builds character and community in a safe, age appropriate
amironment. And it instills a positive value system kids camy with them into adulthood.
Jewish summer camp is like no other experience you can offer your child, and it's newver
been more affordable.

Aftached please find a special bonus for you and other families with Jewish kids: A gift
certificate for 31500 toward the cost of Jewish summer camp. If your child will be entering

grades 3-11 in fall 2008, and you've never sent him or her to a Jewish summer camp
before, you may be able to save money, and get 1o tell your kid to take a hike!
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This offer Is transferable. Be sure lo pass # on o other famibes
Refemral coda #40010 - whe want fo give their kids the summer of a lifstime.

MMER CAMP
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JEWISH ANPER.ORC
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Space is limited, so it is essential that you respond quickly. If you know other families with Jewish
children entering grades 3 - 11 this fall and who have not yet been to Jewish summer camp, fee| free
to forward this lether on to them as well,

This program awards a 51500 incentive to first-ime campers in the Los Angeles region, Visit our
website www.onehappycamper.org or call 323-761-8320 to find out if you are aligible.

L .1[
| TEEM - Tl
i CORNEC TION .8 1IN JOSEFPH JFWEH
e gl et it amum FOUNDATION FEEEEATIOS
E AN B A TALH

“"FOUNDNXTION

e [t pay PO pa P U Al i




State of the School Meeting Letter by Dr. Gereboff

Dear Parents,

On Wednesday night, March 12, we held our State of the School meeting. At that time we presented data
showing our budget, tuition comparisons between our school and other comparable private schools in our
area. We also answered forty-five questions from the audience. Below are a summary of the discussion
and the tables of data that we presented.

In introducing the administrative staff and the Board of Trustees, Dr. Gereboff explained their respective
roles — the administration is the paid staff of the school who maintain the day-to-day operations of the
school, and the Board of Trustees are the volunteers who assure the fiscal integrity of the institution and set
policy together with the Head of School. Board members are responsible for assuring a healthy future for
the institution.

Brett Grauman, member of the Finance Committee of the Board of Trustees, parent, and CFO of the
American Society of Cinematographers presented the finance portion of the presentation. (See attach-
ments). He pointed out that the personnel category (salaries, benefits, payroll taxes, and professional
development) accounts for 64% of our budget. Facilities (maintenance, utilities, gardener, cleaning
supplies, etc.) accounts for 18% of the budget and office expenses (credit card processing, insurance,
marketing, office supplies, printing stationary, postage, security, taxes, etc.) represents 8% of the budget.
The remaining 10% of the budget includes program costs (books, activities, classroom materials, field trips,
food, and sports) and capital/reserves (contingency and debt reduction). The contingency fund was
established to put aside funds every year for unforeseen costs like a burst pipe, elevator repair, etc.

Following the budget outline, Brett explained the per student cost showing that every student receives a
subsidized education. The difference between the per student cost and actual revenue is approximately
$2,000 in the elementary school and $1000 in the Early Childhood Center. This means that all of our
fundraising efforts are directed to raising that difference. Finally, Brett presented the private elementary
school tuition and fee comparisons (see attached chart).

Dr. Gereboff next presented some of the highlights of this academic year. Included was the idea that the
school has a commitment to excellence which has allowed for a strong athletic program, and an outstanding
arts program where young children are learning music theory, performance and composition, art history and
art technique. Excellence also means that we have a Board of Trustees that thinks strategically and
carefully plans for the future. Next, Dr. Gereboff discussed the school's unwavering commitment to a Jewish
future. Students who graduate from Kadima are the present and future supporters of Israel, they are the
young adults who know how to lead and how to follow a service when called to a shiva minyan or when they
find themselves abroad in some small Jewish town where they can’t speak the language of the country.
Kadima students live the Jewish calendar. They are carefully and powerfully connected to an ongoing
tradition with great love — one that becomes the very essence of their identity such that it is very difficult and
rare for any one of them to abandon it for another religion or another culture. Finally, she discussed
Kadima’'s commitment to serve you as we build a warm, caring community for all of our families.

In conclusion, we noted that the future is bright, we are a stable institution in a permanent facility. Many
new families are seeking us, and we have become the showcase school for the Jewish Federation. Several
of us have been asked to present our story at a national Jewish Education Conference in Boston. Some of
our classes have already closed and have growing waiting lists. We look forward to continuing to build this
community together.

If you would like to have more information please do not hesitate to call Arnold Rudnick or Dr. Gereboff.
Sincerely,
Dr. Barbara Gereboff Shawn Evenhaim

Head of School President, Board of Trustees
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Kadima Hebrew Academy
Scrip Order Form- Updated 3.08
Retailer Value Qty Total Retailer Value Qty Total
1-800-Flowers $25 Mr. Kosher* $20
AMC/Loews Theaters $25 Office Depot $25
American Eagle Oultfitters $25 Office Max $25
Baja Fresh $25 Pier 1 Imports $25
Barnes & Noble / B. Dalton $10 Pizza Hut $10
Barnes & Noble / B. Dalton $25 Pottery Barn $25
Baskin Robbins $2 Pottery Barn $50
Best Buy $25 Regal Entertainment $25
Big 5 Sporting Goods $25 Restoration Hardware $25
Bloomingdales $25 Restoration Hardware $100
Borders/Waldenbooks $10 Rocky Mtn Chocolate Factory $10
Borders/Waldenbooks $25 Sears $25
Brookstone $25 Sears $100
California Pizza Kitchen $10 Sears $250
Chevron $50 See's One Pound Cetrtificate $15.00
Chuck E. Cheese $10 Shell $25
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf $25 Shutterfly.com Photo printing $25
Crate & Barrel $25 Smart & Final $25
Crate & Barrel $100 Smart & Final $50
Eema's Market* $10 Smart & Final $100
Exxon / Mobile $50 Staples $25
Fields Market* $25 Staples $100
Follow Your Heart* $10 Starbuck's $10
Foot Locker $25 Starbuck's $25
Gap $25 Super Sal* $20
Old Navy $25 T J Maxx / Marshalls $25
Banana Republic $25 Toys R Us / Babies R Us $20
Gelsons* $25 Unique Pastry* $20
Home Depot $25 Ventura Kosher* $20
Home Depot $100 Vons/Pavilions $25
Islands $25 Vons/Pavilions $100
Jamba Juice $10 Whole Foods $50
Jo-Ann Fabrics & Crafts $20 Whole Foods $100
Kosher Bazaar* $20 Williams Sonoma $25
Lowe's Home Improvement $25 Williams Sonoma $50
Lowe's Home Improvement $100
AMC/Loews Cineplex $25
Macys $25
Macys $100
Subtotal A Subtotal B
Subtotal A
Total Amount Paid
Cash or Check ONLY due with order.
NAME: KA'\D/I;EI::I(: cthze;;SEF\;\?fcbetEMY
PHONE #: Please allow 1-2 weeks for delivery.
*May require minimum order.
CHECK HERE if you would like your If you have any questions, please call
order delivered to your car at pick-up time Arnold Rudnick at 818-346-0849 x115.
Rec'd by:
Date:
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